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The have and the have not’s  WORDS/PHOTOS RALPH

SWM 650 
SUPER DUAL
HERE AT AUSTRALIAN 

MOTORCYCLIST we’re very 
fortunate to score a ride on 

the fi rst SWM Super Dual in Australia. 
While twenty-four hours doesn’t make 
a defi nitive review, those short hours, 
along with a lot of  miles on all of  its 
competitors, tell us that the Italian 
fi rm is on a winner and the spec’ sheet 
tells a lot of  the story.

Here’s why - for under ten big ones 
if  you are in the new bike market you 
can’t go wrong!

The list of  goodies that you will 
fi nd over and above the more basic 
dual-sport single cylinder tourers out 
there adds up to an interesting value-
for-money spend. Quality black alloy 
wheels lace up to matt grey hubs, and 
Brembos with braided lines take care 
of  braking duties. The screen and 
dash give an air of  purpose and the 
bodywork looks like it means business, 
while a rack along with the red crash-
bars and plastic handlebar guards is 
already included. The gap between this 
bike and the successful Suzuki DR650 
and the Kawasaki KLR650 gets 
eroded quickly when you fi nd Metzeler 
Tourance tyres and a centrestand to 
help out when you need to change 
to more aggressive off-road tyres or 
repair fl ats. Even the nineteen litre 
tank strikes the right balance.  

Stock fi tment of  radiator guards 
along with a sump guard says that 
Italian fi rm SWM wasn’t taking 
shortcuts trying to keep the before 
on-road costs under $9900. Add 
decent foot-pegs (with removable 
rubber inserts) and an alloy tapered 
bar at one end and an alloy swingarm 
at the other. A big tick for pillion pegs 
that can be unbolted for shorter day 

tripping. Even the riding position and 
the stepped seat are winners.

Yes, the SWM is looking like a ‘how 
did they do it for the price’ item. 
Bear in mind the model I rode was 
a non-LAMS version and also was 
representative of  the fi rst shipment 
with a 19” front wheel rather than the 
21” front which will be available by the 
time you read this. The fi rst shipment 
is sold out anyway so you will need 
part imagination and part anticipation 
to understand the differences the 
bigger front wheel and the reduced 
power, if  you are punting on a LAMS 
model, will mean. 

But you won’t be disappointed. In 
fact, you’ll feel slightly smug that for 
so little money there will be a very 
competent single cylinder sitting in 
your garage which will be easy to use 
and enjoyable as a travelling bike 
or a commuter. 

With 41kW on tap the single had 
plenty of  touring ability at 110km/h 
and even the famed single-cylinder 
vibes didn’t intrude. The handling is 
light and precise and the suspension 
was on the fi rm side but this suggested 
to me that: one, it would run in, a little 
bit softening up as the various metal 
surfaces fi nd their happy equilibrium; 
and two, the Super Dual won’t need 
to visit a suspension specialist to carry 
the forty or fi fty kilos that tend to 
burden the average ‘round Oz’ tourer 
in addition to the rider. The gearing 
was spot on with quick acceleration 
off  the mark and relaxed engine 
speeds of  4000rpm at 105km/h 
and always surprisingly smooth. No 
annoying, teeth-rattling vibes, just the 
pleasant reminder that you are riding 
a lusty single. In fact, it kicks along 
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very well as the engine felt more 
alive and forthcoming than most 
LAMS bikes. It has the pickup of  
a teenager just turning eighteen 
with no one to hold them back.  
The six-speeder is, well, twenty 
percent better in that regard over 
the fi ve-speed ‘boxes of  the DR 
and KLR. The well sculpted seat 
matches the suspension, being fi rm, 
and the cockpit has such a natural feel 
with all the right angles between for, 
feet, hips, elbows and wrists. Late in 
my stint I had a small thrash along 
some roads with lots of  bumps and 
stutters and the standing position was 
about perfect for my so called normal 
height of  178cm. The suspension 
worked a little better with more weight 
either fore or aft according to the 
inclination and speed.

Accessories available include an 
optional ‘GT Kit’. The GT kit is Givi 
panniers and LED riding lights - retail 
is $1500. An 18/21 wheel kit is also 
available to suit for $1299 (including 
disc rotors and tyres). There are 
a number of  other accessories to 
choose from, like inexpensive 
options of  fog lights and hard 
luggage which might just fi t the 
bill for a lot of  riders.

This is a motorcycle I have been 
keen to ride. Its social media campaign 
has had the dual-sport riders in a bit 
of  a frenzy. I almost wanted to fi nd 
as many faults as possible so as not to 
compromise the current state of  my 
bank balance. My ten year old son, 
whenever he sees ‘that’ orange brand, 
always says he will buy me one for 
my birthday (will never happen) but I 
would seriously be happy if  he didn’t. 
An SWM would just about fi t the bill 
for the type of  riding I like best. 

I’m sure the latest dual-sport on 
the market can be a tempting treat 
or a birthday present to yourself. I 
can see the fervent ADV bods will 
want to see a larger fuel tank (me, 
I would carry a rear bladder) but I 
struggle with the concept of  needing 
more than nineteen litres on a bike so 
economical. From the Super Dual’s tip 
all the way back to the twin muffl ers 
the SWM has the mark of  a solid, well 
priced cross-over tourer. D

  

SWM 650 SUPER DUAL

PRICE: $9990 

WARRANTY: Two years or 20,000km

SERVICING INTERVALS: Every 

5000km or 12 months

ENGINE: Liquid-cooled single cylinder, 

4-stroke, DOHC, 4 valves per cylinder

BORE x STROKE: 100 x 76.4mm 

DISPLACEMENT: 600cc

COMPRESSION: 12.4:1

POWER: 41kW @ 7500rpm 

TORQUE: 53.5Nm @ 6500rpm

TRANSMISSION: 6 -speed, wet 

multi-plate clutch, chain fi nal drive

SUSPENSION: Front, Fast Ace 45mm 

USD fork, adjustable comp & rebound, 

travel 210mm. Rear, SACHS 

monoshock, remote adjustable 

preload & rebound, travel 270mm.

DIMENSIONS: Seat height 860mm, 

weight 169kg (wet), fuel capacity 

19 litres, wheelbase: 1510mm

TYRES: Front, 110/80/19. 

Rear, 140/80/17 

FRAME: High strength steel tube  

BRAKES: Front, single 300mm disc 

with Brembo four-piston caliper. Rear, 

220mm disc, single piston caliper. 

FUEL CONSUMPTION: 4.6litres per 

100km, premium unleaded

THEORETICAL RANGE: 400 km 

COLOURS: Silver

VERDICT: ADVENTURE FOR THE 

SOUL AND THE POCKET.

  

SPECS
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